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Numbers and Trends Suggest a Bright Future

As our current Inquirers Class par-
ticipants discern about joining this
congregation, here is a snapshot
of the First Church congregation
as communicated in the annual
report at our Church Conference.

The official First Church member-
ship roster includes 653 members
from 379 households. In addition
to that total, 154 children (06th
grade) and 60 youth (grades 4.2)
are participating nonmemberdi

or mor e accuratel

bers. o And, al't
United Methodist pastors are not
counted as members of a congre-
gation, 30 clergy consider this
their church home. (Yes, 30!)

Membership subtractions in 2016
were down, with only four deaths
and 21 withdrawals and transfers,
nearly all members who relocated
out of state.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

ASP Dinner is March 11

One Church, One Conversation

groups form during Lent

Bundled Blessings gets a surprise.

Proposed material for the next is-
sue is due March 17. Please send
info to Editor@faithatfirst.com.
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Robert and Julia Jackson joined First Church last Easter. Like many new me
bers, they appreciate the opportunities here for children and families.

Also engaged in worship and 2. New persons point to First

programs here are approximately Church6és progress
100 adult repeat visitors who gy and welcoming of LGBTQ

appear to be checking out this persons as key to their deci-

faith community for a possible sion to begin the member-

good fit. ship process.

3. Our prospective and new

Looking at the data and listening members are generally

to our new members and Inquir- younger, more diverse than
ers, several trends are evident in the congregation as a whole,
this growing congregation: and more likely to have

1. Prospective members are young children at home.

quite discerning about join- 4. Once new persons join they
ing the church. They do their are quite engaged here and
research carefully. are some of our most enthu-

siastic members.
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Dear Friends:

You may know | have recently
returned from a total hip replace-
ment and am so grateful for all
who cared for me (and Nora). We
have been blessed by your cards,
call s, meals
making good progress and hope
to soon put socks on without so
much effort!

One of the blessings of this sur-
gery is the alleviation of pain that
was my companion for far too

and

L i

long. Armed with the ability to
stand for much longer periods of
time, two weeks ago | ventured
back into the kitchen to learn
how to bake sourdough bread.

| dve been a
of my life, but sourdough is a
much different animal, so | was
more than a little worried about
pulling it off. Not blessed with a
sourdough starter, it took a week
to grow the culture with daily
weighing, mixing and waiting for
the mixture to bubble and ex-
pand. The kitchen countertop
looked like a chemistry lab with
scales, bowls and beakers.

| read numerous recipes, viewed
videos, and with my typical as-
sysapcg. et pukwith thestgrigr
to bake my first
The recipe | chose had over 25
steps. After almost two days of
mixing, folding, slapping and
praying, | put the dough in an
extremely hot oven and waited.

e When | opened the
oven door, | found
that | had created the
perfect sourdough
pancake. This hap-
pened twice before |
,& broke down and con-
P__ sulted a sourdough
* FAQ page for failed
bakers like me. The

St

next round resulted in something
that looked like focaccia but was
tough as nails. For now, the

starter is
to be seen if | can make the loaf

learning a lesson in patience and
humility.

Each year when Lent begins |
have a similar hopéito create

the perfect Lent: to live up to the
promises that | have made, to
learn what God might have me
be and do, to understand what
this journey could do for me and
for the church. And each year
when | open the oven at the
Easter Vigil, | discover something
less than perfect. But perhaps
that is a part of the lesson of
Lettdi ¢hat the journeyl thea v e
struggle, the trial and error of
seeking to encounter God is in
fact the essence of the season.

So this year |
find the perfect Lent, but instead
that you will find the one that
defines you, feeds you, and al-
lows you to smile from time to
time at the failures as well as the
successes.

Grace and peace,
fiDean Francis

Senior Pastor
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First Church families enjoy cheering on the Northwestern
basketball

team vers
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