
Chapel where the first half of 

worshipñstill by candlelightñtells 

the story of salvation.  When the 

story reaches the resurrection, 

the lights go on, the cross is un-

shrouded, lilies are carried into 

the room, and we join in an East-

er celebration including baptism, 

reception of new members, and 

communion.  A lovely reception 

follows worship.  

 

On Easter Sunday, we return for  

festive music beginning at 10:00 

a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship 

celebrating the Risen Christ. 

Bishop Sally Dyck is preaching. 

Fellowship hour and the annual 

egg hunt follow worship.  Alleluia! 

 

 

el.  Tenebrae means òshadows,ó 

and this is a dark service ð liter-

ally and figuratively.  Worship 

centers on the last words Christ 

spoke with a brief meditation on 

each, and the lights are extin-

guished one by one, leaving the 

chapel in complete darkness.  

Then the Christ candle returns.  

In the midst of darkness and 

confusion, Godõs love prevails. 

 

Our Easter Vigil on Saturday at 

7:00 p.m. has been described as 

the Easter equivalent of a Christ-

mas Eve service.  We begin in 

the Memorial Garden around an 

outdoor bonfire and then all pro-

cess by candlelight into Tittle 

A P R I L / M A Y  2 0 1 7  

 

¶ Festival Choir concert continues 

the Eastertide celebration. 

¶ Refugee ministry aids another   

Syrian family. 

¶ Proposed material for the June/July 

issue is due May 15.  Please send 

info to dean@faithatfirst.com. 

A Closer Look at Holy Week  

Holy Week begins April 9 when we 

gather on the chapel steps at 9:55 

a.m. for our second annual Palm 

Sunday Prayer Walk in the neigh-

borhood.  10:30 a.m. worship in-

cludes a childrenõs palm proces-

sional as reminder of Jesusõ trium-

phant entry into Jerusalem. 

 

Then we look to the Triduum, the 

three holy days of Easter.   

 

On Maundy Thursday, April 13, we 

will share a meal and worship to-

gether, remembering Jesus and 

his disciples sharing the Last Sup-

per.  Maundy Thursday worship at 

7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary will 

include communion and a mes-

sage from our Childrenõs Choir 

performing the fitting musical ti-

tled òThe Tale of Three Trees.ó    

 

Good Friday worship is a Service of 

Tenebrae at 7:00 p.m. in the chap-

 

 I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E 

Our Palm Sunday prayer walk before worship marks the beginning of Holy Week.   

Gather at 9:55 a.m. on the Tittle Chapel steps for our walk around the neighbor-

hood with palms, prayer, and singing.  Photo by Judith Campbell. 
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Then on May 21 an Executive 

Summary presentation of the 

CAT results will be offered to the 

whole congregation at 9:15 a.m. 

in the dining room.  I hope you 

will attend. 

 

During this important planning 

work, an even more important 

season (Easter!) comes and in-

vites us to celebrate new, resur-

rected life.  This year our Bishop 

Sally Dyck has agreed to come 

and preach at our Easter morn-

ing service.   (Hint:  Itõs important 

for us to fill the pews so the Bish-

op can see us as the vital, active 

congregation we are!)  Please 

donõt miss any of the Holy Week 

services (see schedule on page 

4) as we celebrate together.   

 

Immediately following Easter 

Sunday, we will send Mary Taylor

-Johnson on renewal leave.  

Maryõs leave begins April 17 and 

extends until June 12.  During 

this time our Pastoral Resident 

Mollie Foster will assume respon-

sibility for visitor outreach, and 

Adult Council members will over-

see tasks related to Sunday 

adult classes.  Any questions 

about other areas of Maryõs work 

can be addressed to me. 

The Deanæs List   
link to access the Church As-

sessment Tool:  https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/

FirstUMCEvanston  Although our 

response rate has been great, if 

we donõt have your input, we are 

still missing an important piece 

of the puzzle. PLEASE share your 

opinions with us using this confi-

dential assessment instrument.  

If you need a paper copy, you 

may stop by the office for one.  

 

Following the data gathering 

process, the churchõs elected 

leadership is invited to a three-

hour interpretation presentation 

by Dr. Nancy Sayer from the Sa-

maritan Center for Congrega-

tions.  Nancy is our consultant 

on the Church Assessment Tool.  

Our goal is to have a broadly 

representative group of leaders 

hear the results of the CAT. 

Dear Friends: 

 

We are coming to the end of the 

first step in shaping our future 

together. On Palm Sunday, April 

9, the window of opportunity to 

join us on this journey will close. 

You are probably one of many 

who have already shared their 

experiences and perspectives. If 

you have not, please follow this 

The egg hunt after Easter Sunday worship. 

Continued on next page 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FirstUMCEvanston
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FirstUMCEvanston
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FirstUMCEvanston
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 Festival Choir Performs Vaughan Williams, Schoettler  

The season of Easter continues 

with the First Church Festival 

Choir concert on Sunday, April 

30, at 1:30 p.m.  The works on 

the program, performed by the 

choir, organ, and orchestra, 

collectively òmark the progres-

sion from the Passion to the 

jubilation of Easter,ó explains 

Brian Schoettler, Minister of 

Music. 

 

Ralph Vaughan Williams stands 

out as one of the most accom-

plished English composers of 

the twentieth century.  His Five 

Mystical Songs features five 

poems by George Herbert for 

baritone soloist, chorus, and 

orchestra.  Our Festival Orches-

tra will present Fantasia on a 

Theme by Thomas Tallis which 

was composed by Vaughan Wil-

liams for two string orchestras 

and string quartet.  First 

Churchõs Austin organ will func-

tion as the second òorchestraó 

in this performance.   

 

Two choral pieces composed by 

Schoettler round out the con-

cert.  Schoettlerõs The Windows, 

features another text of George 

Herbert while Passages from 

Luke draws on short excerpts 

from the Gospel text which are 

expanded into a three-

movement, symphonic work. 

 

The 1:30 p.m. concert is in the 

sanctuary.  Admission is free 

and donations are welcome. 

 

First United Methodist Church is a community of      

Christians inviting all people to grow in their relationship 

with God and to live their faith in the world.   

Mary reports that her plans for 

the leave are three-fold: (1) 

getting her hands dirty with a 

landscaping project and com-

munity garden plot; (2) travel-

ling around Scandinavia with 

her father; and (3) simply enjoy-

ing some low-key time at home. 

I am so grateful for the churchõs 

continuing commitment to this 

renewal leave opportunity for 

our staff.  Since 2002 First 

Church has granted six such 

leaves, and Maryõs represents 

the seventh.  We are a congre-

gation that takes the health, 

vitality and spiritual renewal of 

our staff seriously.  Thank you for 

your continued support of this 

important program. 

Grace and peace, 

ñDean Francis  

Senior Pastor  

 

The Deanõs List , continued 

Palm Sunday in 2016.  Photo by Judith 

Campbell. 
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